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‘‘MMIINNDD--BBEENNDDIINNGG  TTHHRRIILLLLEERR’’

James Kennedy’s new book is Dare to
Know (Quirk Books, Sept. 14, 2021).

From the publisher: “[T]his mind-bend-
ing and emotional speculative thriller [is]
set in a world where the exact moment of
your death can be predicted – for a price.

“Our narrator is the most talented sales-
person at Dare to Know, an enigmatic
company that has developed the technolo-
gy to predict anyone’s death down to the
second. Divorced, estranged from his
sons, and broke, he’s driven to violate the
cardinal rule of the business by forecast-
ing his own death day. The problem: His
prediction says he died 23 minutes ago.

“The only person who can confirm its
accuracy is Julia, the woman he loved
and lost during his rise up the ranks of
Dare to Know.”  

Publishers Week wrote: “[An] enjoy-
able slipstream thriller. ... Readers with a
taste for the synchronicity of the cosmic
with the commonplace are sure to be
entertained.”   

‘‘LLYYRRIICCAALL  EEXXPPLLOORRAATTIIOONN’’

April Pulley Sayre is the author of and
photographer for Feel the Fog (Beach
Lane Books, Sept. 15, 2020)

From the publisher: “Discover the
wonder and science behind fog in this
stunning and immersive nonfiction pic-
ture book.

“Damp and drippy, misty and mysteri-
ous ... fog is fascinating. Step inside this
natural phenomenon and see how fog is
formed, how it clears away and why it
feels chilly. Young readers will love this
lyrical and gorgeously photo-illustrated
exploration of these clouds that come to
visit.”

Booklist wrote: “A beautiful, absorbing
science book.”

‘‘RREEFFRREESSHHIINNGG  AAUUTTHHEENNTTIICCIITTYY’’

Lansing-born author Edward
McClelland’s new novel, Running for
Home, was inspired by his years at
Sexton High School, where he ran track

Literary Latest

Turn to Page 2

in the shadow of the Fisher Body plant.
Running for Home’s protagonist and nar-
rator, Kevin Ward, is a track star at fic-
tional Wenniway Central High School
whose father, Gary, works in the auto
plant across the street. 

It’s the early ’80s, at
the tail end of the run-
ning boom and the
beginning of the Rust
Belt era. When the
plant closes, Gary has
to decide whether to
take a transfer to
Tennessee or stay in
Wenniway with his
family. 

Soon, Kevin has to make his own
choice between pursuing his running
career and loyalty to his hometown.
Michigan poet and Midland Authors
member Jim Daniels called Running for
Home “a deeply moving coming-of-age
story with a distinct, refreshing authentic-

Edward “Ted”
McClelland
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Society of Midland Authors members can
now pay their membership dues, buy tickets
to the annual dinner and make donations on
our website with PayPal (there is a $1 fee to
help cover PayPal’s fee). To make a dona-
tion, visit our home page at www.midlan-
dauthors.com and click on the "Donate"
button in the upper right corner.

www.midlandauthors.com

Follow the Society on 
Twitter@midlandauthors

C 

NNEEWW  PPIICCTTUURREE  BBOOOOKK

Gloria Whelan, who received the
National Book Award for her young adult
novel, Homeless Bird, tells Literary
Latest: “Out in March, Summer of the
Tree Army (Sleeping Bear Press, March
15, 2021), is a picture
book about the
Civilian Conservation
Corps for young read-
ers. I thought it would
be good for young
readers to know who
planted all those trees
and built all the
bridges in northern
Michigan and all over the country. The
Great Depression was a time not unlike
this time of COVID when there were no
jobs for young men. The men participat-
ing in the CCC were provided with shel-
ter, clothing and food and given a wage

Continued from Page 1

‘‘IINN--DDEEPPTTHH  LLOOOOKK’’

Here’s what Artika R. Tyner tells
Literary Latest about her new book, The
Inclusive Leader: “Inclusive leadership is
far more than a means of recognizing eth-
nic, cultural and gender differences. It’s
essential for attracting the brightest and
most innovative minds to create solutions
that will meet business, economic and
social challenges now and in the future.

“In my new book, I share my
Leadership Framework for Action™ that
is rooted in DEI principles. It addresses
unconscious and implicit bias and fosters
honest discussions. In addition, I cover
the four essential stages for being an
inclusive leader, beginning with the
intrapersonal. It’s a journey of self-dis-
covery that examines the beliefs, cus-

toms, practices, and values that influence
the individual. 

Stage two is the interpersonal, in which
individuals learn how to build authentic
relationships with others. 

The third stage is organizational.
Readers will discover how to establish
strategic outcomes and promote equity
within a variety of situations and environ-
ments. 

The final stage deals with societal
changes and developing durable and sus-
tainable solutions. This stage recognizes
an inclusive leader is an innovator and
committed to the betterment of society.

The Inclusive Leader: Taking
Intentional Action for Justice and Equity
provides an in-depth look at the qualities
of an inclusive leader, provides practical
methods, and is an effective road map for
success. My book sets
the benchmark for
inclusive leaders, pro-
viding actionable
items and the tools
they need to be change
agents and champions
of justice for every-
one. I wrote this book
to inspire everyday
people to make a difference in their
homes, workplaces and community.”

From the publisher: “The long-awaited
new book by Dr. Artika R. Tyner, The
Inclusive Leader: Taking Intentional
Action for Justice and Equity, is now
available. People ranging from educators
to business owners are searching for prac-
tical ways to become more inclusive and
effective leaders. Tyner’s book is an
effective guide and blueprint for becom-
ing an inclusive leader for diversity, equi-
ty and inclusion (DEI).”

“Dr. Tyner’s book is at once an effective
wake-up call, a strong cup of coffee to get
people moving, and a set of clear, concise
calendar prompts to help them move in
the right strategic directions,” said Resmaa
Menakem, New York Times best-selling
author of My Grandmother’s Hands.

The book is available for purchase at
the bookstore of the Planting People
Growing Justice Press and Bookstore.
The book’s foreword is written by Miguel
Ramos, Senior Director of Diversity &
Inclusion Strategy for the Minnesota
Twins.

Artika R. Tyner

ity.” Pete Beatty, author of Cuyahoga,
described it as “a blue-collar bildungsro-
man with breakaway speed.”

Gloria Whelan

of $30 a month. If they couldn't read,
they were taught to read. 

“I have a personal connection with the
CCC, for my father helped to build the
barracks in which the young men stayed.
The men loved their experience so much
they would come back year after year for
reunions.”



3LITERARY LICENSE, MAY 2021



4

NOTE: The Midland Authors annual
dinner, normally held in May, is now
scheduled as an in-person event on
Sept. 14 at the Cliff Dwellers Club in
Chicago. 

The Evening Street Review in
California plans on publishing former
Midland Authors President R. Craig

Sautter’s recent short
story, “North of
Nowhere.” ... Dan
Dinello published an
essay about famed sci-
ence fiction author
Kim Stanley
Robinson’s subversive
new novel Ministry for
the Future on the web-

site Informed Comment: “Winning the
War for Earth.” ... Stuart Dybek,
Thomas Dyja and Midland Authors
Board Member Dominic Pacyga were
scheduled to be joined by poet John
Guzlowski in a panel discussing the
boundaries of Polish American ethnicity
on May 3 for the Chicago Public Library.
Also, Dominic was interviewed by the
Polish Museum of History about Polish
Chicago. The interview will appear on the
museum’s web page in both Polish and
English. He was also awarded the Oskar
Halecki Award by the Polish Institute of
Arts and Sciences in America for his lat-
est book, American Warsaw: The Rise,

Fall, and Rebirth of
Polish Chicago.
... Cyndee Schaffer
writes to say, “This
was the second
Women’s History
Month in a pandemic
– meaning all presen-
tations were on Zoom.
I met many interesting

people during March 2021. One positive
note is that people can join from all over
the country! But the biggest negative is
not having the audience reactions and
interactions – and not getting to meet
people in person. It is difficult to assess
reactions when everyone is muted and in
little video boxes – and sometimes when
a webinar is being used, you don’t even
see the video boxes. I spoke in DeKalb at

Elwood House, Lansing Library on
International Women’s Day, Champaign
Genealogy Society, Sycamore Library
and Arlington Heights Memorial Library.
It was so nice meeting people who were
genuinely interested in history and were
delighted that my mother and her family
saved all of her ‘stuff.’ If they had not
saved this information, there would not
have been an accurate story. I’ve enjoyed
discovering this new audience of people
interested in what the women did in
World War II, a story that is not told
often.” ... Linda Nemec Foster’s new
poetry and micro-fiction have been pub-
lished or are forthcoming in Crosswinds,

MacQueen’s Quinterly, The MacGuffin,
and the Paterson Literary Review. Her
poem “City of Stone, City of Trees,” was
selected to be produced as a video/film
poem with watercolor animation by
Matvey Rezanov (artist involved with the
production of the Oscar-nominated film,
Coraline) and original music by Lena
Orsa. Linda’s piece was screened at the
REELpoetry International Video/Film
Festival sponsored by Public Poetry in
Houston. The festival was streamed
online to an international audience during
the last week in February. ... Jim Schwab
published “After the Buyouts: Managing
Land in the Floodplain” in the April 2021
issue of Zoning Practice, a monthly pub-
lication of the American Planning
Association. It discusses how communi-
ties have used properties acquired from
owners following natural disasters, such
as improving wildlife habitat, community
gardens and recreational space. Jim also
played the role of Dietrich Bonhoeffer in
an online production of “The Beams Are
Creaking,” an award-
winning play by
Douglas Anderson.
Bonhoeffer was a
well-known German
Lutheran pastor who
was ultimately execut-
ed by the Gestapo at
the Flossenberg prison
camp in April 1945
after his involvement
in resistance to the Nazi regime led to a
failed assassination attempt on Adolf
Hitler. The production was staged by
Augustana Lutheran Church of Hyde
Park in Chicago on April 9. ... “Ray
Bradbury and the Last Pandemic” by
2006 Midland Authors Award winner
Sam Weller, was scheduled to run in the
Los Angeles Review of Books on April
18. ... Arnie Bernstein was interviewed
as part of documentary moviemaker
Annette Baumeister’s film on the
German-American Bund. It will be
shown early next year in Germany. Arnie
wrote, “A rollicking interview, to be sure
and we had a great time.”

Correction: Ray Boomhower’s
upcoming book about World War II cor-
respondent Richard Tregaskis will be
published by the University of New
Mexico Press in November.
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Linda Nemec
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Stuart Dybek

On Facebook, John Wasik writes:
“This socially distanced, masked man
is really me signing copies at my
favorite big indie bookstore:
Barbara’s Books in the Hawthorne
Mall in Vernon Hills. ... You can
order the book anywhere, but this is
the only place to pick up a signed
copy. If you buy one elsewhere, of
course, I'd be happy to supply a per-
sonal inscription. I'm also available to
speak. Thanks to all who’ve support-
ed my humble literary journey!
(Note: I also sanitized my hands after
touching my books. We still need to
be careful to beat the bug).”

John also was a guest on the WLS-
AM John Howell show on April 9
and on WBEZ on April 15. He also
was a guest in an online presentation
at the Civil War Museum in Kenosha
on April 14.
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In honor of Harry Mark Petrakis, who
died earlier this year, and other Midland
Authors members, Literary License is re-
running this Literary Lore column.

In 1965, Saul Bellow accepted an
SMA award for his novel Herzog –
with Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley

presenting the prize. 
The author later recalled: “Mayor Daley

in a little City Hall ceremony gave me a
$500 check on behalf of the Midland
Authors' Society. 'Mr. Mayor, have you
read Herzog?' asked one of the reporters
standing by. 'I've looked into it,' said
Daley, yielding no ground. Art is not the
mayor's dish. Indeed, why should it be? I
much prefer his neglect to the kind of
interest Stalin took in poetry, phoning
Pasternak to chat with him about
Mandelstam and, shortly afterwards,
sending Mandelstam to die.” 

That was also the year when the SMA
celebrated its 50th birthday, and Daley
issued a proclamation that April 24 was
Society of Midland Authors Day. He
posed for photos, which ran in the
Chicago Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times,
handing the proclamation to Bellow,
Gwendolyn Brooks and Harry Mark
Petrakis. In a 2015 interview with the
Tribune, Harry Mark Petrakis laughed as
he remembered that day. 

“I picked up Saul in Hyde Park and
picked up Gwendolyn, who lived a few
blocks away from me,”
he said. “Several
reporters present asked
the mayor if he had
read my new collec-
tion, Pericles on 31st
Street, which was just
released at the time. He
said yeah and acknowl-
edged it, but when they
asked if he read Bellow, he seemed
uncomfortable to answer.” 

Bellow later made what the Tribune
called “one of his infrequent ceremonial
appearances” to accept an award from the
Society on May 15, 1984, for his novel
Humboldt's Gift.

As former SMA President Richard
Frisbie later recalled, “Bellow reminisced
about surviving the Depression thanks to
the Federal Writers' Program. He judged

correctly that the topic of making a living
as a writer during hard times would
enthrall an audience of authors.”

“That Bellow has
chosen to remain in
Chicago, unlike Algren
and so many of his
contemporaries, sug-
gests that he prefers
the relative anonymity
that comes with being
a writer in Chicago,”
Chicago Tribune Book

World editor John Blades observed in
1983. “Perhaps it is its unpretentious
atmosphere, free of any literary affecta-
tion, that makes Chicago so congenial for
other writers of national reputation." 

But after living in Chicago for most of
his literary life, Bellow moved in 1993 to
the Boston area, where he died in 2005.
He was inducted into the Chicago
Literary Hall of Fame in 2010.

The SMA awards banquet on April 6,

1968, was held at the American Furniture
Mart-even as Chicago was wracked by
the riots following the assassination of
Martin Luther King Jr.  As one article
about the dinner noted, the banquet went
on "while ugliness of violence was defac-
ing the city." The article said the meeting

was a "testimony to the power that flows
from the trinity of reason, creative talent,
and man's quest for truth." SMA President
Arthur Weinberg presented awards that
evening to Studs Terkel, Herman
Kogan, Era Bell Thompson, Morris
Philipson and Marcia Lee Masters.

He judged correctly
that the topic of making a
living as a writer in hard
times would enthrall an
audience of authors. 

“

In 1965, the Society turned 50

Literary
Lore

Robert
Loerzel

”

Former Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley issues a proclamation naming April 24,
1965, Society of Midland Authors Day. He handed the proclamation to (from left)
Harry Mark Petrakis, Gwendolyn Brooks and Saul Bellow. 
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Note from the SMA Board of Directors: Members of the Society of Midland Authors are encouraged to nominate authors  from
our 12-state region who have published with a recognized publisher. The nominations will be considered by the SMA board at its
next meeting. The 12 states are Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, Wisconsin. The nomination form is below. Send it to Society of Midland Authors, P.O. Box 10419, Chicago, IL  60610.

You can also email it as a PDF to Membership Secretary Thomas Frisbie at tomfrisbie@aol.com.
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